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INTRODUCTION

In order to truly represent a group one must survey the group’s contemporaries on the Web. After an exhaustive look at similar styled groups on the Web, I was able to design a truly original and effective site for The Goodies. It was very important to show the Web audience not only what the Band sounds like but also what they look like.

The layout had to truly fit the branding of the Band and represent a clear picture of what they are like. My use of color and structure allowed me to do this in an extremely effective way.

One merely has to take a brief look at the site to get a fairly clear view of what the Band represents. 

LOGO DESIGN


A logo is the immediate means by which a group can market themselves in print. A Band's logo is especially important as that it needs to truly represent them while still being instantly recognizable. When one thinks of Band logos, The Rolling Stones' logo comes to mind. Who could see the Rolling Stones Lips and not instantly think of a Stones song.

Interestingly enough, the logo for The Goodies predates my involvement with the group. It was designed several years ago by the Band, and has come to effectively represent them. So when I designed the Site, I just used their pre-existing and effective logo, as that keeping the logo kept with the Band's request
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Color Selection

In choosing a sepia based color layout it was my intention to keep within a pre-existing theme created by the Band. Several weeks before I was asked to design their site, the Band had done a series of Photo Marketing shoots for the upcoming release of a new album. The Band, having an odd quirkiness about them, decided to have all of the shoots developed in a sepia based format. The photos were a tremendous success for their ad campaign, and I felt as though in keeping with this winning color format, that I would simply use sepia as well. 


Font Selection
As stated above, I did not design the logo. Though also as stated above the band's choice in font did add to the effectiveness of the Logo. I chose to use Verdana as the Font for the body of the page as that had I chosen any other Font it surely would have conflicted with the Font used for the Logo.

WEB SITE DESIGN

In designing this site, I went out of my way to attempt to be original. Specifically, I tried not to go with the typical black and white, or black and red formats that so many other Bands seem to use on their sites. I used my own experience with the Band, i.e.: having seen them in concert and having a feel for their audience to guide me in my choices for the layout, fonts, and colors of the site.

Layout

It is of the utmost importance that a site has the clearest and least complicated layout possible. In the case of the Goodies, that priority is increased as that so many local bands not only have websites, but also professionally designed ones at that. I felt that creating clear fields of information was the surest way of allowing my layout to be effective.
Colors and Font Selection

Colors and Fonts have everything to do with an effective website. As an example: if one was to visit a page that had an all black background with all red lettering and a difficult to read Font. Not only would the site look unprofessional, but chance are, that any given web surfer would pass on the site and go somewhere else in the hopes that a different site would read more clearly. 

In designing the Goodies site, I attempted to use colors and fonts that were easily readable. So obviously in keeping with the above-mentioned sepia theme and Verdana font I was able to present a professional site.

	Color Thumbnail
	Hex Color Code
	Font Style
	Font Type
	Description

	
	663333


	bold
	Verdana
	Hover background for navigation - (14px),

Highlight background for headers - (20px),

Font color for section titles - (15px).

	
	808080
	14px
	Verdana
	Status indication/

Navigation border – (1px).

	
	000000
	12px
	Verdana
	Body text.


Navigation and Links

Clear and simple navigation has always been effective. So when I designed this site I kept to that rule. Using CSS as a means for designing and implementing the navigation meant for a truly clear and precise navigation system. In a web based world where so many Bands use flash and odd rollovers for their navigation, I felt a more straightforward approach would be much more effective.

Satisfies User Needs

The Band's needs were very easily achieved as that they simply wanted a presence on the Web, and with this site they have gotten one. The band required very little of me, they wanted their original logo to be used, and they asked that all photos be good ones. As anyone can see, both of these requirements were met. As a result of the site, the band has experienced more exposure to new audiences and they are satisfied with that.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, one can see that the effectiveness of a site is only equal to the passion and creativity of its designer. The goodies started out with no web presence and now have a rather strong one. The goodies made some very simple request all of which were honored. And, most importantly, through clear, creative and professional web design, a truly unique and market based site was created; yet it completely works within the Goodies image and Brand. 
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