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INTRODUCTION

In order to truly represent a group one must survey the group’s contemporaries on the Web. After an exhaustive look at similar styled groups on the Web, I was able to design a truly original and effective site for the Community Action Center of Sandy Spring and Dunwoody. It was very important to show the Web audience not only what the Community Action Center does to help others, but also how they can help the Community Action Center.

The layout had to truly fit the branding of the CAC and represent a clear picture of what they provide to the community. My use of color and structure allowed me to do this in an extremely effective way.

One merely has to take a brief look at the site to get a fairly clear view of what the CAC represents. 

LOGO DESIGN


A logo is the immediate means by which a group can market themselves in print. A logo is important as that it needs to truly represent the company while still being instantly recognizable. 

Oddly enough, the logo for the Community Action Center predates my involvement with the group. It was designed quite some time ago, and has come to effectively represent them. So when I designed the Site, I just used their pre-existing and effective logo, as that keeping the logo kept with the CAC's request.
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Color Selection

In choosing a green-tone based color layout, it was my intention to keep within a pre-existing theme created by the CAC. The Community Action Center has many existing promotional tools utilizing this color scheme. All existing business cards, flyers and brochures incorporate the logo and text in green, so I chose to keep this color scheme intact. 

Font Selection
As stated above, I did not design the logo. All text used in this site was Arial, as in accordance with the CAC's wishes.  Their desire was to present a simple, straightforward website that was easily accessible by everyone.

WEB SITE DESIGN

In designing this site, the client was clear of their desire to have a simple, grid-formatted layout.  Everything was to be kept as clean and simple as possible, only utilizing Arial font.  Additionally, the green color scheme had to be maintained.  All of this was accomplished through my design of the site.

Layout

It is of the utmost importance that a site has the clearest and least complicated layout possible. In the case of the Community Action Center, that priority is increased as that this is their first web presence and by the type of information they wanted to provide. I felt that creating clear fields of information was the surest way of allowing my layout to be effective.
Colors and Font Selection

Colors and Fonts have everything to do with an effective website. As an example: if one was to visit a page that had an all black background with all red lettering and a difficult to read Font. Not only would the site look unprofessional, but chance are, that any given web surfer would pass on the site and go somewhere else in the hopes that a different site would read more clearly. 

In designing the CAC’s site, I attempted to use colors and fonts that were easily readable. So obviously in keeping with the above-mentioned green color scheme and Arial font I was able to present a professional site.

	Color Thumbnail
	Hex Color Code
	Font Style
	Font Type
	Description

	
	006600
	bold
	Arial
	Global navigation bar/

Margin divider/

Logo.

	
	009900
	bold
	Arial
	Local navigation bar.

	
	000000
	bold
	Arial
	Status indication/

Page Headings/

Body text.

	
	FFFFFF
	bold
	Arial
	Navigation text.


Navigation and Links

Clear and simple navigation has always been effective. So when I designed this site I kept to that rule. Using CSS as a means for designing and implementing the navigation meant for a truly clear and precise navigation system. Multiple navigation bars were utilized to separate global from local navigation. This was emphasized by lighter tints of green used in accordance to structure.

Satisfies User Needs

The Community Action Center's needs were very easily achieved as that they simply wanted a presence on the Web, and with this site they have gotten one. This design works across browsers and platforms.  Photos were implemented from a wide variety of samples provided from the client. As anyone can see, both of these requirements were met. This site will bring a much needed online resource for those in need in the Sandy Springs and Dunwoody areas; as will it provide the CAC with an opportunity to find more volunteers to help run their programs.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, one can see that the effectiveness of a site is only equal to the passion and creativity of its designer. The CAC started out with no web presence and now have a rather strong one. The CAC made some very simple request all of which were honored. And, most importantly, through clear, creative and professional web design, a truly unique and market based site was created; yet it completely works within the CAC’s image and Brand. 













